[Your Name]
[Your Address]
[City, Postal Code]
[Email Address]
[Date]

Dear Councillor [Last Name],

City investments in organizations, programs, and facilities are essential to the well-being and quality of life of our community. As a resident of Regina and your ward, I urge you not to reduce these vital investments in the 2026 and 2027 budgets. Such cuts would negatively impact thousands of residents, families, and local jobs and would undermine Regina’s vibrancy and livability.

As a member of the Art Gallery of Regina, I particularly wish to voice my objection to the options to eliminate the Community Investment Grant Program and close the Neil Balkwill Civic Arts Centre. Such losses would have far-reaching impacts—not just on organisations like the Art Gallery of Regina, but on thousands of residents, families, and local jobs. These investments keep Regina livable and attractive for its citizens.

When Community Investments cease, people will lose their jobs and stop spending money in our city.

While I understand the pressure to keep property taxes low, I believe that slashing funding to arts, culture, and community organisations is short-sighted. While Community Investment grants are essential to nonprofit and charitable organisations, the impact of cutting these grants would be unnoticed by individual taxpayers. For example, the annual investment from each taxpayer in the Art Gallery of Regina’s programs and operations is less than 30 cents.

In exchange for this support, citizens of Regina receive an astounding return on their investment through exhibitions that foster empathy and present new perspectives. With minimal resources, we deliver accessible and engaging programming free of charge year-round, including tours for schools, youth and adults with disAbilities.

Cutting arts and culture isn’t cutting extravagant expenses. The Art Gallery of Regina faces the same rising costs as individuals and businesses and has already cut staff from three to two.

To maintain a high-quality of life for Regina's citizens, we need to fund the five Ps (pipes, potholes, police, pests, ploughs) as well as invest in improving the quality of life for people in Regina, which includes nonprofit organisations and arts programming. When the costs of materials, services, and wages are all rising, it's unrealistic to expect a city to do all the work it needs to for its citizens without increasing property taxes.

I have also noticed panic and confusion about the proposed budget and its impact on property taxes. Some reports have incorrectly suggested that a 15% increase in the mill rate means property taxes will go up by 15%. It is important that the City of Regina and Councillors such as yourself clarify that the mill rate is a figure used to calculate property tax by multiplying your property’s assessed value by the mill rate and dividing by 1,000. Clear information about the true impact of any mill rate change is essential for public understanding and trust.

Please consider that these programs directly shape Regina’s appeal and economic stability. Cutting them risks shrinking our city’s tax base if people lose jobs or leave for better opportunities.

Personally, I have benefited from access to art and community programs in Regina. [Share a brief story about how the Art Gallery of Regina, the Neil Balkwill Civic Arts Centre, or another local program or facility has positively impacted your life, your family, or your sense of belonging in the city.]

I urge you to protect the programs and facilities that define Regina and enrich our lives. Prioritize our future by supporting a budget that sustains our community’s quality of life.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]
